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Udruženje građana 

“NOA – Društvo za zaštitu životinja”

Knjaza Miloša 57, 78000 Banja Luka, Bosna i Hercegovina

Telefon: 00387 65/933 617

	Žiro račun: 567-162-19000072-39                                http://www.drustvonoa.org


Appeal

Respected Mr. Dodik,

   We believe that you are familiar with the long lasting problems of the stud “Vučijak” (where Lippizaner horses are being held) in Prnjavor.   

As our animal welfare society NOA was registered in May 2008 with the purpose of animal protection - we launched an action called “Let us save the horses at Vučijak stud in Prnjavor.”  Therefore, we made a comprehensive report about the situation of the horses at the stud “Vučijak” in Prnjavor and sent it to all relevant institutions in the Republic of Srpska, Bosnia and Herzegovina and domestic & international public.    

   Apart from exposing extremely bad physical condition of the horses (their severe health problems) and persistent lack of food and inadequate shelter (ruined horse barn) – our purpose is to collect reasonable financial resources for helping the horses by adequate food supply and medicine. This part of the plan, we have met a few times so far. 
   Due to inadequate status of the stud (that was registered as a joint-stock company), since 1998, the horses have been doomed to basic survival. The stud buildings are in severe disrepair and they got necessary veterinarian care only occasionally – due to neglect on the owner’s part. From our point of view (as protectors and well-wishers of animals) – this condition is unacceptable, as it is a dramatic example of cruelty to innocent animals. In addition, that particular breed (Lippizaner) is endangered species. There are about 3000 of them in the whole world. As an endangered species, this breed of horse has been protected by international organisation ILPH. Every decent country would be proud of having 91 of those horses (this is the number of horses at stud “Vučijak” in Prnjavor). Out of six valued genetical lines of the breed – all six are present at the stud “Vučijak” in Prnjavor. This is the only stud of Lippizaner horses in Bosnia and Herzegovina.    
   In this crucial moment when “Vučijak” Prnjavor coop. is under insolvency, there will be a final verdict about the fate of those precious animals. For this reason, we consider it necessary to approach you (as the president of the Republic of Srpska) with the appeal, asking you kindly to use all power at our command to elevate those valuable animals to the status of national importance – the horse with which all citizens of the Republic of Srpska could be proud of. 
   Believing that you personally sympathise with many years of their suffering, we hope that you will positively respond to our appeal. Many international circles are familiar with the problem and are impatiently awaiting for acceptable solution and taking responsibility on the part of the members of the government as well as on the part of all citizens of the Republic of Srpska. 
   As an animal welfare society, “NOA” will continue keeping an eye on stud “Vučijak” and will endeavour by practical actions to contribute to ending the crises with the aim of providing them with normal (acceptable) living conditions which they deserve. Stud “Vučijak” is a certain examination by which the whole world will measure culture and maturity of us as a nation.  
With respect,

Dragomir Mijić (the president of NOA)

Banja Luka 31st March 2009 
